
SEARCHING, NOT SURFING, 
FOR INFORMATION



WHAT IS SURFING?

Plugging your person/family 
into a search engine and 
mindlessly browsing through 
the search results online





ADVANTAGES OF SURFING

• Easy, just plug in a name and date

• No need to think too much

• Quick, instant gratification

• Information overview (Can see what is “out there.”)

• Good starting point



DISADVANTAGES OF SURFING

• Results are often “junk” genealogy sites (Wikitree, Geni, 
Familypedia, Genealogy.com, Ancestry Family Trees, etc.)

• Internet sites may or may not contain accurate information

• General information that is not targeted for specific research goal

• Rarely contain primary source materials





WHAT IS SEARCHING?

Meaningful, targeted effort to 
find primary or credible 
secondary sources to achieve a 
pre-determined, specific research 
goal



HOW TO SEARCH

1. Identify what you know about the person/family

2. Decide what you want to learn about the person/family

3. Determine what type of records may contain desired information

4. Determine where records you need may be located

5. Search record depository sites that may contain the records



1. What do we know?
2. What do we want to learn?
3. What types of records may contain 

desired information?
4. Where might the records be 

located?



GLEMSFORD CHRISTENING RECORDS

Google search for “Glemsford, Suffolk England Christening Records”














