Scotland Research

Scotland is a country with records that are seperate and
distinct from England or Wales or Ireland.

You cannot do Scottish
Genealogy properly from
Ancestry.com, FamilySearch,
FindMyPast, MyHeritage elc.
because they just don’t have
the actual records.

Dr. Bruce Durie

You can search for free at
Scotlandspeople.gov.uk -
images require buying credits.
These are available within 5-10
minutes of purchasing. Vital
records are around 6 credits or
2.00 US dollars per image that you
can view and copy as you need.
Wills and Testaments are 10
credits for all of the pages in the
packet.

a first look

Our trees often have
Scottish ancesotrs that are
categorized as United
Kingdom. This is a title of
a political unity of the area
-- not a country!
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Scotland owns the copyrights to all of
their images. Many of the sources in our
FamilySearch tree are from indexes that
are free but these are not the same as the
original images. Original images can be
viewed at a Family History Center if they
were part of the microfilm set the LDS
church did years ago or now at Scotlands
People website for instant download.
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Search for people Search by place Image library

Search for people in records indexed by Find out how to search the records for places. Search for archive photographs and

illustrations.
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Other ways to search

Find out about other ways to search the site, including social history, local history and house and building history research.
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Things to know about Scotland Records
Religion Historically . d
The Kirk - The church Census records 1841-1911 every 10 years. M al en j\/a meS
Informal name for 12-15 year old children were reported aged . . . .
The Church of Scotland up or down Sometimes borln in a different lqcatlon tha.n Fhe
OPR - Old Parochial Records work instead of school, military service I'(?St of the family or place of residence. This is a
Pre-1855 church records Children were renamed the same as a sibling big clue.
Wills & Testaments and Church records who died. Maiden names were widely used in record
Mid 1500's 1855 was the beginning of government keeping in Scotland. The census is one of the
record keeping - Statutory Records few times just a married name was used.
Solicitor means lawyer in Scotland If a maiden name was given it didn't necessarily
Valuation Rolls were taken on the 5th year of mean the woman wasn’t married.

each decade for head of household. . i i
Widows sometimes reverted to maiden name.

Children often took the name of the step-father.

Names

Nicknames were Common Abbreviated  Surnames had many
common names spellings - phonetic

They would also Thos for Thomas b.y the writer at the
change during a Jas for James time

lifetime. Rbt for Robert McCune

Lizzie, Liza, Eliza all McEwan
Alxr for Alexander
used for the same McEwin

€rson. :
p McQuien

McQuihen



Naming Pattern

1. The eldest son was named for the father’s father.

2. The second son was named for the mother’s father.

3. The third son was named for the father—if the name was not
already used.

4. The eldest daughter was named for the mother’s mother.

5. The second daughter was named for the father’s mother.

6. The third daughter was named for the mother—if the name was
not already used.

7. Additional children could be named for other relatives. If a child
died, the name could be reused for a subsequent child.

A picture is worth a thousand words

But it can’t be uploaded to FamilySearch due to copyright restrictions.
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So add what you have learned from the image and add to the notes in Familysearch.
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Liz Snow has added other links of interest for the Scotland area at
https://sites.google.com/site/scotlandresearchportfolio/



