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Focused Research means making a mental shift -- Choose a Journey ...not a race. 
Choose Methodical ...not speed. Choose to Organize ...not duplicate. 
 
(This is for working on a specific Research need or brick wall.  I don’t use this for 
adding record hints and general family history and temple work that is straight 
forward.) 
 
Focused Research requires a plan … you need to have a map of what you are trying 
to accomplish. 
 

1. Your General Goal 
2. Review what you know or what has been proven by sources.  
3. What do you need to know? What is missing? 
4. List Records that you need to research - this is what will keep you on track!   
5. Find and list the resources - this is the focus piece of preparing! 
6. Do the Research 

 
The key is learning about the resources for the locations and time period of your 
ancestor and then thoughtful preparation for organized research.   
 

Tips and Tricks 
Write it down -- paper or digital. Take the time to make your map. I’ll show my digital 
version of my Research Map. 
 
Use the timeline and map screen in FamilySearch to add to your review.  
 
Look at sources already verified - double check images for other information. Don’t 
make assumptions. 
 
Work from known to unknown always - Start a generation or two down from the 
research subject. 
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Understand what records will give you what information.  This Record Information 
Chart is helpful in planning for step #4. I also add Internet and book searches to this 
list. 

Ann Lauther’s Record Information chart 
https://www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-resources/read/getting-start
ed 
 

 
 
Read reference materials and the Familysearch wiki to find dates and locations 
covered for records you are wanting to find. 
 -- This converts to a prepared research log that is your map. 
 
Research Logs are the way you keep from going in circles.  It helps you remember 
where you have been and gets you back on track from a detour. 

Research Logs - Templates, Excel, Google Sheets, or Document Files -I will 
share a few examples of my digital research logs in class 
 

Look up name variants and spellings to include on research log. 
 
Read research guides for collections you are looking for --the National Archives for 
England, AmericanAncestors, FamilySearch Wiki, etc. 
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Look at record original images before and after your ancestors record and look at 
hint suggestions.  This is part of the journey to understanding the family, then come 
back to the research plan. 
 
Notes, especially digital ones with links, keep you focused. Notes are a way to 
organize and keep you from wandering too far in the forest before coming back. I 
will show examples of how I handle detours in notes. 
 
Analyze and make conclusions at the end of the goal - this may be more than one 
research session which is why your notes will be an important piece of being 
successful. 
 

Patti Coomb’s Research Checklist at Preservingtime.org - print an original here 
https://www.preservingtime.org/research-checklist.html 
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