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GETTING STARTED:

Navigation, Pedigree Views 

and Person Pages
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Don’t be afraid to click
on something! 

What you DO... 
You can UN-DO !

You will learn by 
DOING!

You can’t BREAK 
or RUIN the program!

FamilySearch = Community Tree
Backed Up in the Granite Vaults

• Collaboration and 
Cooperation are Key

• Come to know your 
ancestors so you can 
make correct decisions 
about what you do

• Start with what you have 
and what you know; But 
dive in and START!

• Guaranteed—The work IS 
NOT ALL DONE!

• Save the Box Campaign
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FAMILY HISTORY IS 

PERISHABLE

• Memories fade

• Stories die with a family member

• Disaster/ time destroys documents

• Irreplaceable information is lost
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Start At Home...

“If you can start with what you 
have and with what you know, 
it’s a little hard to find an 
excuse to delay.  

And it may be spiritually 
dangerous to delay it too 
long.”

—President Boyd K. Packer

3rd Party programs —maintain your 
own records independent of FamilySearch

•NOT covered in this class

•Personal Preference
• RootsMagic

• Ancestral Quest

• Legacy

• Family Tree Maker

• My Heritage

• And quite a few more

• Most have free and paid version
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Mainly Program for Deceased 
“Facebook for Dead People”

LDS Account VS 
FamilySearch Account

• LDS Account—See Temple 
Ordinances 

• Can Turn Off Ordinance 
Display in Settings After 
Signing In

• FamilySearch Account—No 
LDS Information Displayed

• Will not be contacted by 
the church

Information about Living 
Individuals

• Currently only you can see the 
information you enter or upload 
about living people

• Privacy laws govern what can 
and can’t display

• Upon death of an individual, 
records can be combined so that 
all can see all information 
available

Signing in to FamilySearch.org
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Signing in to FamilySearch.org

User Name

Home Page

Grab your interest items:

Recently uploaded 
Memories
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Home Page

Grab your interest items:

Recently uploaded 
Memories

Help Center
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Pedigree Views: Landscape
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Pedigree Views:  Fan Chart

Pedigree Views:  Fan Chart

Tree: 
Move person to 
the center of the 
Fan Chart
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Pedigree Views:  Portrait View

Pedigree Views:  Descendancy
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Pedigree Views:  Descendancy

Navigating Trees:
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Timesaver Tip: Use native computer 
functions such as:

Right click OR
Control (Command) Click 

OR Scroll Wheel Click

On TREE OR
On PERSON

To OPEN in a NEW TAB

• On Blue Name or PERSON 
Opens Individual Page in a 
New Tab

• TREE open in the same 
view as the original or last 
used view with this person 
as the root person

• Saves downloading the 
pedigree over and over

End of line before 
1499

is usually a 
waste of time
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Person Pages:

Person Pages:



1/24/2020

14

Note: 
Christening 
Information 
IS NOT 
LDS Blessing 
information.



1/24/2020

15



1/24/2020

16

Research Help:
Record Hints—
• Attach all that are the correct individual
Research Suggestions:

• Important to correct all with !

Search Records:
Pre-populates searches on these sites
• Adjust search parameters after viewing the 

initial results.

Print:
Make sure you preview before printing—may get 
a lot of unwanted stuff if you don’t

Latest Changes:
See what’s been done
• Click “View All”  to see more details or possibly 

make corrections

More Details in a later class…
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Temple Ordinances
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Permission is required if it is less than
110 years from the person’s birth

Who should we do temple work for?

Our “Fathers”…Our own family
•Share a common direct line 
ancestor

•Spouse of someone you share a 
common direct line ancestor with 
but, do not follow that spouse’s line 
backward

•Somewhat more liberal now with 
Ordinances Ready
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Temple
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Timesaver Tip:

Click  to bring up a list of the people 
you have worked on most recently

 Next to TREE brings up that person as 
the root of the pedigree

 Next to PERSON brings up the 
individual person page for that person

Don’t be afraid to click
on something! 

What you DO... 
You can UN-DO !

You will learn by 
DOING!

You can’t BREAK 
or RUIN the program!
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Assignments:

 If you haven’t previously done so--Sign into 
FamilySearch.org using your LDS Account or by creating an 
account.

 Sign in to FamilySearch.org and CLICK EVERY BUTTON 
YOU CAN FIND. Remember-- What you DO; you can UN-DO 
and you will learn by DOING.  You can’t BREAK or RUIN the 
program!

 Ask for help, if you need it, from one of your ward 
consultants or by coming to the Mapleton Family History 
Center.

 Extra Credit:  Go to the Person Page for the first deceased 
person on one of your lines and check their information for 
accuracy.  Make any necessary corrections.

preservingtime.org

OR

A Teenager


